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58. Among all the crimes which can be committed against life, procured abortion 
has characteristics making it particularly serious and deplorable. The Second 
Vatican Council defines abortion, together with infanticide, as an "unspeakable 
crime." 

… 

63. This evaluation of the morality of abortion is to be applied also to the recent 
forms of intervention on human embryos which, although carried out for purposes 
legitimate in themselves, inevitably involve the killing of those embryos. This is 
the case with experimentation on embryos, which is becoming increasingly 
widespread in the field of biomedical research and is legally permitted in some 
countries. Although "one must uphold as licit procedures carried out on the 
human embryo which respect the life and integrity of the embryo and do not 
involve disproportionate risks for it, but rather are directed to its healing, the 
improvement of its condition of health, or its individual survival”, it must 
nonetheless be stated that the use of human embryos or fetuses as an object of 
experimentation constitutes a crime against their dignity as human beings who 
have a right to the same respect owed to a child once born, just as to every 
person.  

This moral condemnation also regards procedures that exploit living human 
embryos and fetuses-sometimes specifically "produced" for this purpose by in 
vitro fertilization-either to be used as "biological material" or as providers of 
organs or tissue for transplants in the treatment of certain diseases. The killing of 
innocent human creatures, even if carried out to help others, constitutes an 
absolutely unacceptable act. 

Special attention must be given to evaluating the morality of prenatal diagnostic 
techniques which enable the early detection of possible anomalies in the unborn 
child. In view of the complexity of these techniques, an accurate and systematic 
moral judgment is necessary. When they do not involve disproportionate risks for 
the child and the mother, and are meant to make possible early therapy or even 
to favour a serene and informed acceptance of the child not yet born, these 
techniques are morally licit. But since the possibilities of prenatal therapy are 



today still limited, it not infrequently happens that these techniques are used with 
a eugenic intention which accepts selective abortion in order to prevent the birth 
of children affected by various types of anomalies. Such an attitude is shameful 
and utterly reprehensible, since it presumes to measure the value of a human life 
only within the parameters of "normality" and physical well-being, thus opening 
the way to legitimizing infanticide and euthanasia as well. 

 
 

 

	


